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	SOG: 86.24.13                                                                             Patient Destination Guidelines


Guidelines for Determining Destination and Patient Status
It needs to be mentioned that the following are not conclusive and are merely guidelines to assist the patient care provider in determining whether a patient may be stable enough for transport to a hospital, other than the closest.  This does not release the provider from legal or civil liability as defined by the Bureau of EMS or Iowa Code.  Should the provider need or request clarification, they are reminded that they may call on-line medical control, the service medical director, Tama EMS Service Director or Tama EMS Administrator.

Indications for transport to “closest appropriate facility” include:

· High Index of Suspicion (IOS) or Mechanism of Injury (MOI) reveals possibility of internal injuries (I.E.; falls greater than 6 feet or motor-vehicle accident)

· Chest pain with or without history

· Shortness of breath

· Signs and symptoms of stroke or other brain/neurological emergency

· Diabetics

· Patients with chronic and/or painful conditions that warrant medication by higher providers

· Allergic reactions

· Patients with decreased level of consciousness

· Patients with decreased or abnormal (for the patient ) vital signs.  See SOG 86.24.11(A) found in each unit.

· Any patient where he/she feels that it would be in the best interest of the PATIENT to not bypass the closest appropriate facility.

· If a patient physician requests transport to a facility besides MMSC or GRMC, a Physician Certification Statement should be completed if the patient is a Medicaid or Medicare patient.  If the physician requests an extra long, non-emergency/urgent transport (I.E.; Mayo, etc) for evaluation by the patient’s primary physician, the primary attending should request the physician to allow a service that does non-emergency transports greater distance.  An example would be Midwest Ambulance.  
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	SOG 86.24.14

EMS Roles and Responsibilities During MVC, Fire and Rescue Situations


The following standard operating guidelines shall apply to any emergency scene that requires EMS, fire suppression and/or rescue services.

RESPONDING

Upon being dispatched to the scene of a motor vehicle collision, the primary EMS crew shall wait until fire/rescue crews go enroute to the scene.

Any of the following may be the “first out” unit for the fire/rescue crews

 211

 212

 231

Upon arrival of fire/rescue, an Incident Commander (I.C.) will be designated by the fire/rescue service.  This person will:

 Be identifiable by a blaze orange “INCIDENT COMMANDER” vest

 Be responsible for decisions regarding scene and personnel safety.  This includes deciding when EMS personnel are clear to enter the scene, where units will be staged, how (with what equipment) extrication will take place, determining and setting up an LZ for Air-Evac and radio communications.

 NOT be directly involved in the physical duties of extrication/suppression, C-spine immobilization, patient care, or any other activities that would otherwise compromise his or her ability to monitor all aspects of the scene due to inattention or distraction (action crew)

 Have the authority to remove untrained, unauthorized, or otherwise nonessential personnel from any situation that he or she deems unsafe for the person(s) in question.

 Determine if once the scene is secured and safe from hazards to responders/victims, whether or not rescue and/or suppression personnel are available for patient removal, packaging, and/or moving to the ambulance(s).  Requests for assistance will be made through the M.O. (see below) and then through the I.C.  

 NUMBER ONE PRIORITY IS SCENE SAFETY!!    (
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	EMS Roles and Responsibilities During MVC, Fire and Rescue Situations


DUTIES OF EMS PERSONNEL ON SCENE

Upon arrival of the EMS unit(s), the highest medically trained/certified EMT will assume the role of Medical Officer (M.O.) This person will be identified by a blaze orange vest that is labeled “MEDICAL”.  The vest will be kept and found in the passenger door compartment of the ambulance.  This person’s responsibilities shall include the following:

 Parking 40- 50 feet away and between traffic (traveling in the same direction) and the vehicle(s) involved in crashes, if there is no fire or escaping liquids or fumes.  The M.O. will ensure in keeping at least 100 feet away, uphill and upwind from wreckage, to avoid fire or hazardous liquids or fumes if fumes, fire or escaping liquids are present.  He/she will also ensuring that the responding unit is parked at least 100 feet, uphill and upwind from the scene if such substances are visible.

 Parking at a safe distance from the building(s) involved, when responding to a structure fire, possible fire, gas leak, etc.  DO NOT PARK NEXT TO THE BUILDING!
 Delegating authority as needed, should his/her skills be required for patient care

 Communication liaison between EMS crews, I.C., and medical control

 Reviewing relevant risk hazard information with the I.C. prior to receiving clearance to approach the scene (vehicle or structure)

 Determining the best course of action for extrication of trapped patients.  This includes communicating to the I.C. extrication priorities (I.E.; as fast as possible, easiest route regardless of speed, etc)

 Assisting in triage and requesting additional resources as needed (I.E.; tier, Air-Evac, additional unit, etc)

IN ACCORDANCE WITH OSHA REGUALTION 1910.132(d )EMS PERSONNEL SHALL NOT ENTER ANY STRUCTURE DAMAGED BY FIRE, WIND, FLOOD, ETC, OR ANY VEHICLE INVOLVED IN A COLLISION THAT HAS BROKEN GLASS, TORN METAL, OR OTHER DAMAGE WITHOUT APPROPRIATE PROTECTIVE CLOTHING (PANTS AND COAT OR JUMPSUIT AT A MINIMUM).  TO DO SO, PLACES THE RESPONDER IN JEOPARDY OF BEING INJURED THEMSELVES AND/OR CREATING A PHYSICAL OR FINANCIAL LOSS FOR THE RESPONDER, SERVICE, AND/OR CITY.

